Ecologist of a Biome

Task: You and your group will pick a biome and become experts on that biome.  You can use any resource you want to gather your information on your biome, as long as it’s a credible source (no blogs, wikis, etc.).  Once you’ve gathered all your information you will create an interactive poster that will present all your knowledge so that your classmates can learn all they need to know about your biome from your poster.
Step 1 – Pick a group of 2.  Make sure you pick a group that you can work well with and can trust to do their share of the work.

Step 2 – Pick a biome.  There are 7 biomes to choose from and only one biome per group.  Sign up for biome choice will be first come first serve.  Your whole group needs to be present before you can sign up.  Your choices are:
· Tundra

· Temperate Rainforest

· Tropical Rainforest

· Boreal Forest

· Desert

· Grassland

· Temperate Deciduous Forest

Step 3 – Research your biome.  You will need to include the following information on your biome

· Location – where does your biome exist in the world?  Include a colored map

· Precipitation + Temperature – what is the average precipitation and average temperature throughout the year? Include a climatograph

· Temperature – what is the temperature like throughout the year?  Include a graph

· Climate – are there any additional climate characteristics that we should know about your biome?

· Latitude, elevation and ocean currents – do these play a role in shaping your biome?  If so, explain 

· Physical features – what are some important physical features that distinguish your biome?

· Plants – what plants are present in your biome and what adaptations do they have for it? List 2 structural adaptations, 2 physiological adaptations, and 2 behavioural adaptations.

· Animals – what animals are present in your biome and what adaptations do they have for it? List 2 structural adaptations, 2 physiological adaptations, and 2 behavioural adaptations.

· Sustainability – what is an issue relating to sustainability in your biome. Talk about habitat fragmentation, resource use, habitat destruction, etc. (whatever ones apply to sustainability)

Step 4 – Create an interactive poster.  You will need a large piece of poster board – all of your information must fit on this poster board.  Marks will be emphasized on the content of your poster, but there will be marks for creativity and effort.  Poster guidelines:

· All of the writing needs to be typed up in an easy to read/see font

· All photos need to be clear, in color, and relevant to the project

· You need to have your group members names (first and last) on the poster

· You need to include information on each of the points listed in the research section

· You need to include a list of reference for your information on a your board
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Biome: ________________________

Group members: ______________________________________________________________________

Marking Guidelines – ask yourself, “Do I address this on my poster?”

	Biome Information

· Location

· Precipitation

· Temperature

· Climate

· Latitude

· Elevation

· Ocean Currents

· Physical Features

· Plants ( types and adaptations

· Animals ( types and adaptations



	Photos/ Diagrams

· Biome location map

· Precipitation graph

· Temperature graph

· Photos of physical features

· Photos of plants

· Photos of animals



	Creativity/ Design

· Did you type it up?

· Are your photos relevant and easy to look at/see?

· Do you have all group members’ names on it (first and last)?

· Do you have a list of references attached to your poster?

· Does it look neat, clean and professional?


	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 
	0
	Weighting
	Mark

	Content 

(see biome chart for what to include)
	All categories are completed & all relevant content is included on the poster
The content on the poster is clear and visible
	All categories are completed & all relevant content is included on the poster  
The content is not very clear or visible
	Some categories & content is included but not all
Not very clear or visible 
	Content is missing under one or more of the categories 
The content is not clear or visible
	No content was included on the poster


	X2
	

	Presentation
	All students participated equally, spoke clearly and gave the required information to the class
	Some students participated, spoke clearly and gave the required information to the class
	Some students participated, but did speak clearly or give the required information to the class
	One student dominated the presentation, spoke clearly and gave the required information to the class
	No presentation
	X1
	

	Attractiveness 
	The poster is exceptionally attractive in terms of design, layout, and neatness. 
	The poster is attractive in terms of design, layout and neatness. 
	The poster is acceptably attractive though it may be a bit messy. 
	The poster is distractingly messy or very poorly designed. It is not attractive. 
	Most of the information was missing from the poster
	X1
	

	Use of Class Time 
	Used time well during class time
Focused on getting the project done 
Never distracted others
	Used time well during class time
Usually focused on getting the project done and never distracted others
	Used some of the time well during class time
There was some focus on getting the project done but occasionally distracted others
	Often distracted others and did not stay on task
	Did not use class time  appropriately 
	X1
	

	Clarity & Relevance & Creativity 
	The poster is clear, easy to read and well laid out
All pictures and text are related to the topic and make it easier to understand 
Used their own drawings & creatively displayed the items on their poster
	Most of the poster is clear, easy to read and well laid out
Most pictures are related to the topic, but some are not from that Biome 
Used their own drawings & was partially creatively displayed
	Majority of the poster is unclear and poorly laid out
Most pictures are not from that Biome
Used some of their own drawings & was not creatively displayed
	Poster is unclear, hard to read and poorly laid out
Picture do not relate to the topic 
Did not use any of their own drawings & was not creatively displayed
	Poster is unclear, hard to read and poorly laid out
No pictures provided
	X1
	

	References
	All references are cited in the correct format

All sources are trusted sources
	All references are cited and most are in the correct form

All sources are trusted sources
	All references are cited and only some are in the correct form

All sources are trusted sources
	Most references are cited and none are in the correct form

All sources are trusted sources
	Few or no references

Sources used are not trusted
	X1
	


